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DIARY OF JAMBS ALLEN, ESQ., OP PHILADELPHIA, 
COUNSELLORAT-LAW, 1770-1778. 

(Continued from page 196.) 

Feby 17, 1777. — The alarm of taking Philad" being over 
matters are returning to the old channel. Our assembly 
have been sitting for some time. They have issued a new 
writ to elect 4 persons for the county of Phila d in the room 
of Mess r Dickenson, Gray, T. Potts & Isaac Hughes, who 
have never met to take their seats : 1 & have passed 2 laws : 
one to continue & revive suits & Courts of Justice: the 
other declaring all offices void excepting the Trustees of the 
loan office, and appointing a time for electing Justices of 
the Peace according to the frame of Government. It is said 
a Militia Law is also passed, but it is not published. The 
assembly have appointed Gen 1 Roberdeau, J. B. Smith, W m 
Moore & reappointed R. Morris & D r Franklin Delegates in 
Congress & left out G. Clymer, J. Wilson, J. Smith, G. 
Ross, D r Rush, G. Taylor & J. Morton. 2 The reason for 

1 John Bull, John Moore, William Coates, and Eobert Loller were 
elected in their stead. 

2 The new members, who were chosen on February 5, were Daniel 
Roberdeau, Jonathan Bayard Smith, and William Moore. Daniel Rob- 
erdeau was a native of the island of St. Christopher, British West 
Indies. His father, Isaac Roberdeau, was a native of Rochelle, in 
France. His mother was Mary, daughter of Robert Cunyngham, of St. 
Christopher. He was born in the year 1727. After the death of his 
father his mother removed to Philadelphia, bringing her son with her. 
He became a successful merchant, and was a liberal citizen. He occu- 
pied many positions of honor and trust in Philadelphia, and warmly 
supported the cause of Independence. On July 4, 1776, he was elected 
First Brigadier-General of the Pennsylvania Associators, and took part in 
the campaign in New Jersey in that year. He was a member of Con- 
gress from 1777 to 1779, and signed the Articles of Confederation. After 
the war he removed to Alexandria, Va., and subsequently to Win- 
chester, where he died January 5, 1795, aged sixty-eight. 

He was twice married, first, in 1761, to Mary, daughter of Rev. David 
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leaving out so many old members, it is said, is that the new 
light Presbyterian Party have the ascendant in Assembly : 
the 2 former of the new Members, being of that Class. The 
campaign in Jersey has ended in a few small skirmishes of 
no consequence. The enemy are strong & encamped 2 
miles above Brunswick & so along to Amboy. Gen 1 Wash- 
ington is also strong in numbers & at Morris Town. It is 
supposed Gen 1 Howe has lost in killed & prisoners since 
he left Trenton above 1500 men. It is said he is making 
great preparation to attack Phila 4 early in y" Spring. Next 

Bostwick, a minister of the Presbyterian Church, residing in New York. 
She died at Lancaster, Pa., February 15, 1777. On December 2, 1778, 
he married Miss Jane Milligan, of Philadelphia. She lived to an ad- 
vanced age, and died September 3, 1835. For a sketch of his life and 
character, and notices of his descendants, see " Genealogy of the Rober- 
deau family," by Eoberdeau Buchanan. 

Jonathan Bayard Smith was a native of Philadelphia, where he was 
born in 1741. His father came from New England. He graduated at 
Princeton College in 1760. He was very active in public affairs during 
the Revolution, and was chosen a member of a number of committees. 
He was Grand Master of the Masons of Pennsylvania. He died in 
1812. His son, Samuel H. Smith, was the founder and editor of the 
National Intelligencer. 

William Moore was the son of Bobert Moore, who was a native of the 
Isle of Man. He declined to serve as a delegate to Congress. He was 
chosen Vice-President of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1779, and in 1781 President. In 1783 he was commissioned a 
judge of the High Court of Errors and Appeals. In 1784 he was a 
member of the Assembly. He died July 24, 1793. His wife, Sarah, 
was the daughter of Thomas and Susannah Lloyd. He had two sons, — 
Thomas Lloyd Moore, a major in the Revolutionary army, who married 
Sarah, daughter of Joseph Stamper and Robert Kearny Moore. His 
daughter Elizabeth married Francois BarbS Marbois, a native of Metz, 
who, in 1780, was sent to the United States with the title of Consul- 
General. He was created a count by Napoleon. See Keith's "Pro- 
vincial Councellors," p. (23). 

Of the two members who were reappointed, Robert Morris and Frank- 
lin, it is unnecessary to speak. 

The retiring members, George Clymer, James Wilson, James Smith, 
George Ross, Benjamin Rush, George Taylor, and John Morton, had all 
signed the Declaration of Independence. On the 22d Clymer was re- 
appointed in the place of William Moore, who had declined to serve, 
and James Wilson was again added to the delegation. 
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Summer, bids fair to be a hot campaign, & Phila 4 will 
probably fall. Tbe Men of War have left our Harbour & 
some Vessels with salt & Rum arrived; which has reduced 
those articles a little. Tbe King's speech of 30 th last Nov 1 * 
says all is peace in Europe, but it is necessary to be in a 
state of Defence at home, & prepare for another campaign 
in America. Our Newspapers are full of a "War brewing 
between France & Great-Britain: others say they are on the 
best terms. The Congress certainly have made very tempt- 
ing offers to France ; some say to name their own terms. 
No news of their Embassador D r Franklin or Silas Deane. 
Glen 1 Washington has put out a Proclamation declaring, all 
those who have joined Gen 1 Howe & taken oaths of Alle- 
giance to the King, enemies if they do not, renounce & take 
oaths of Allegiance to the united States in 30 days : but 
gives any one liberty to go into the enemies lines with their 
families. This is either contradictory or unintelligible. 
My brothers are still at New- York, but by their letters 
think Phila* will soon be reduced. I am very uneasy about 
them, as their company at this time would be very agre- 
able to me. Gen 1 Washington has also forbid the militia & 
soldiery to molest any one on pretence of being Tories, & 
the Governor & Council of Jersey have done the same. 
This is highly necessary, tho' it comes, like Venetian 
succours, rather late. No country has ever been more har- 
rassed than Jersey; those who are called Tories, tho' they 
have been passive, having been plundered & imprisoned 
without mercy. 

My particular situation has been of late very uneasy, 
owing to the Battalion of Militia of this district, assembling 
in the Town of Northampton, to the number of 600 men, 
where they continued a fortnight & marched off the day 
before yesterday viz. 15 Feby inst — They are generally dis- 
orderly, being under no discipline; & I was particularly 
obnoxous, on account of my political opinions, & the con- 
duct of my brothers, but particularly for the late assault I 
made on the Lieut : Coll. when my chariot was attacked & 
which the whole Battalion highly resented. Eight or nine 
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parties of 15 or 20 men each came to demand Blankets, one 
party of which, was very uncivil. But by prudence I 
escaped without any insult, having parted with 10 Blankets. 
The principal officers behaved with great civility & the Coll. 
Boehm whom I had the rencounter with, came to my house, 
to assure me he was innocent of the attack on my chariot 
& we buried the affair in Oblivion. He assured me, that 
the soldiers were ripe for doing some violence to my house, 
which he with difficulty prevented, & upon the whole I had 
great good fortune to escape without some injury from a 
riotous incensed soldiery, & am at present pretty easy on 
that head. Notwithstanding this I am uneasy & wish to be 
in Philad*. My wife is often alarmed ; I am afraid to con- 
verse with persons here, or write to my friends in Philad" ; 
& a small matter, such as a letter intercepted or unguarded 
word, would plunge me into troubles. I never knew, how 
painful it is to be secluded from the free conversation of 
one's friends, the loss of which cannot be made up by any 
other expedients. I am considering whether I shall not 
leave this place in May & adjourn to Philad" & am in that 
state of uncertainty, that has hitherto distressed me so 
much. I should prefer continuing here, were I not in so 
conspicuous a point of light. It is odd to reflect that I am 
taking as much pains to be in obscurity, as others are to 
blaze in the publick Eye & become of importance. 

6 June, 1777. — A great gap in my diary. Gen 1 Howes 
army has remained since the Winter at Brunswick & Amboy, 
confined to their quarters & harassed by our Army. Con- 
trary to the expectations of every one, he is still inactive ; 
most unaccountably so, as our army does not at present ex- 
ceed 7 or 8000 & till lately was not half so numerous. It is 
supposed that Howe's army, tho' large enough to drive our's 
before it, is insufficient for the garrisons he must have & there- 
fore, he waits for reinforcements from England & Canada, 
that are daily expected. Delaware Bay has a long time 
[been] & still is full of men of "War & of course Trade is at an 
end & every article of importation enormous. Privateering 
is also almost over, as the men of War scour the Seas & 
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nothing escapes 'em. Washington, will, in my opinion 
have but an indifferent army, recruiting goes on heavily ; 
all over the continent. His present supplies are from the 
Southern provinces; very few from New-England; it is said 
those provinces, who were the most forward in Indepen- 
dance are sick of the war. America is more divided than 
ever, & tories increase. There is no doubt but a vast ma- 
jority of the people wish a reconciliation. It is evident 
from the temper of the people of Philadelphia. Tho' the 
Congress have always sat there & given most of their offices 
to people living in it, yet they can hardly find reputable 
men to accept employments & complain much of the dis- 
affection there. In short the cause is now an up-hill busi- 
ness & I think almost desperate. No men to be enlisted, 
the money loathed, & the necessaries of life almost want- 
ing. One defeat puts an end to it. Loaf Sugar per pound 
10/ brown 4/. Salt 12 dollars, nominally, but not to be pur- 
chased. The congress lately ordered all stores in private 
families in Philadelphia, & flour, Iron &c to be removed; 
of course houses have been searched & their things carried 
off, & all the satisfaction, the owners have, is being told 
that one day or other they shall be paid. The rights of 
property are no longer preserved, impressing waggons, 
horses, blankets &c is done by inferior officers for their 
own convenience. 

The Government of this province or state as they term 
it, is truly ridiculous ; Not one of the Laws of the Assembly 
are regarded ; No courts open, no Justice administered. A 
New Justice issues his warrant to a Constable under the 
old Governm' Few of the Justices elected thro'out the 
state, accept their offices. It is a mockery of Justice. 

A Month ago-, the Congress sensible of the weakness of 
our Government, took it into their own hands, & vested it 
in the President & such Counsellors as occasionally are 
in Town, the Board of War & Navy. 1 They continued to 
be Legislative & executive, till lately the Assembly have 

1 We find no evidence of such action having been taken by the Con- 
tinental Congress in the published proceedings of that body. 
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again assembled. Immeadiately a number of the most re- 
spectable Whigs apply to them to dissolve themselves & 
appoint another Convention to make a better Government, 
declaring they will pay no regard to the present one. The 
committee of true whigs send up a counter address encour- 
aging the assembly to go on. This produces altercations 
in the papers, to the great amusement of the Tories, & 
which both sides are much hurt by, but still attack each 
other. The congress seem daily to sink in the opinion of 
the people, & I believe they are much at a loss how to pro- 
ceed. They have not lately put on the buskin & talked in 
the old Rhodomontade style. They are composed at present 
of the middling class of people & by acknowledgment of the 
Whigs by no means as respectable in their members as for- 
merly. Last Winter the Delaware State nominated ten 
successively as delegates, who refused; & three for Gov- 
ernors, the two first of whom refused it. I question now if 
any man of tolerable credit, would accept the Governm* of 
Pensylvania. 1 I was told about a Month ago by a member 
of Congress & several principal officers, and others, that the 
Continent had in pay 10,000 ofiicers, when at the same time 
Gen 1 Washington had not 3,000 men. Colonel Wood 2 told 
me lately, that he had not J of his Battalion (an old one) 
full & most of the others were weaker than his, & they had 
no hopes of getting men. The notion of assistance from 

1 To understand this passage the spirit in which it was written must 
be remembered. This is shown in the remark made under date of July 
2, where, in writing of the Assembly, Mr. Allen says, " They are indeed 
a wretched set. This convulsion has indeed brought all the dregs to the 
top." The government was then being administered under the Consti- 
tution of 1776, and although some irregularities occurred in putting it 
in force, its authority was recognized by the majority of those who 
supported the war. 

Thomas Wharton, Jr., had been inaugurated President of the Supreme 
Executive Council on March 5 previous, an office which had super- 
seded that of Governor under the colonial charter. 

2 Probably Colonel Joseph Wood, of the Third Pennsylvania Eegi- 
ment. His health having been much impaired by wounds received in 
the Canada Campaign, he resigned July, 1777. He resided in Jones- 
town, now Lebanon County, in 1785, and died there some time in 1789. 
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France is partly given up, at least there is a silence on that 
head. An english paper says Silas Dean one of their am- 
bassadors is taken. A Gentleman of Credit, who left New- 
York about two months ago, assured me, that Gen 1 Gage 
& M r Knox secretary to the Treasury wrote to New-york, 
that D r Franklin had assured L d Stornout 1 the English Am- 
bassador that he waited on him to acquaint him, he was no 
longer a politician, but had left America to spend the re- 
mainder of his days in a Philosophical retirement. From 
the complexion of things at present, unless something very 
fortunate turns up, America will be in Obedience to his 
Majesty by next Winter, in the opinion of the Tories. 

As to myself, I am now fixed here, & am very busy in 
gardening, planting &c. I visit Philad* once in 2 months ; 
Should Gen 1 Howe get there, all my friends will remain & I 
shut out, yet I shall think myself happier here. I have made 
shift to keep within my income as yet, tho' it is reduced, & 
it would be impossible to support my family in Town. I 
long most ardently to see my brothers, whose society would 
at this time be peculiarly desirable ; There are few families 
who live on terms of purer love & friendship than ours; 
which is owing not only to natural afFection, but the convic- 
tion of each others integrity and disinterestedness. 

2 July, 1777. — The beginning of last month Gen 1 Howe 
marched from Brunswick to Somerset Court-house with 
7000 men & was daily expected to be in Philadelphia; 
whither it was supposed he was destined. I happened to 
be in Philad* at this time, & the alarm was very great. 
The stores were moved out, the Militia called upon & har- 
rangued twice by Gen 1 Mifflin, & attempts made to force 
out the unwilling: Alarm Guns firing continually & the 
Signal flag displayed. Had Gen 1 Howe meant to come for- 
ward he might certainly have done it. 2 But after waiting 

1 Lord Stormont. 

2 From Pennsylvania Evening Post of Tuesday, June 17, 1777 : 

" On Wednesday last a town-meeting was held in the State-house yard 
in this city, when Major-General Mifflin addressed the citizens with his 
usual eloquence, and recommended it to them to turn out under the 
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some days at Somerset Court house, he retired to Bruns- 
wick & on the 22 June evacuated Brunswick, retiring to 
Amboy. Part of the continental Army advanced to Bruns- 
wick just as he left it & a small skirmish ensued but few 
lives lost. A little affair happened near Amboy a few days 
ago, when Coll: Morgan was nearly surrounded & narrowly 
escaped with the loss of 16 men only ; as our people say. 
In consequence of this Retreat of Gen 1 Howes, the "Whigs 
are in great spirits & think he will attempt nothing this 
Summer, nay some even say he means to carry his army to 
England; & they would have it understood that he was 
driven from Brunswick. On the other hand the Tories 
think his army in a respectable state, superior to ours, that 
he is preparing to embark & come to Philad* by water, as 
we find he is actually embarking at Staten Island. They 
say his leaving Brunswick could not be compulsory as he 
was never even threatened with an attack, & his dividing 
his force by going 9 miles to Somerset shews it was neither 
timidity or weakness. Be this reasoning as it may the 
"Whigs consider him as a flying enemy. But it is their 
property to be easily elated or depressed. The Conduct of 
Gen 1 Howe is extraordinary : his force has ever been con- 
siderable, his intelligence perfect, yet he has been idle when 
Gen 1 Washington had no army to oppose him, nor is it to 
be accounted for but by supposing he is waiting for the re- 
inforcements from England which he thinks will enable him 
to act decisely. 

Our assembly have at length in their wisdom prepared a 
test act obliging all to vow allegiance to their state & abjure 
the King; the penalty is being in effect outlawed, ie unable 
to sue or be sued or travel out of their county. But it is 
little regarded like the rest of their Laws ; They are indeed 
a wretched set. This convulsion has indeed brought all 
the dregs to the Top. The rapid increase of provisions is 

militia law in opposing the common enemy. And on Friday near two 
thousand men appeared on the common near this city, who resolved, 
unanimously, to conquer or die in the defence of the liberties of their 
country." 
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amazing. Last month the Courts of Bucks & Northampton 
sat. I have not heard of the other counties. They well de- 
serve the titles of Curiae indoctse. The wise ones talk of 
discharging their enormous paper deht by sales of Crown 
lands & tho' not much talked of, by forfeitures. As yet 
we have had no confiscations, owing not to a principle of 
Justice or humanity but a doubt of the Issue of things. 

July 30 th , 1777. — We are now in a state of great anxiety, 
as Gen 1 Howe has at length commenced his operations; 
having sailed with his whole army from Sandy hook the 
20 th inst. & been seen off Egg-harbour the 26 th & daily ex- 
pected in Delaware Bay. Gen 1 Washington with his whole 
army is marched to Philad" & great preparations making for 
the defence of that city. It will be a very important siege 
& go near to decide the fate of Independance. If it is be- 
siged, I think it will be taken, as the Americans have as yet 
made poor defences in their forts &c. The Whigs who are 
easily elated and soon depressed are at present somewhat 
dejected; They affected to say that there would be no at- 
tempt from the Canada, army this year, as their stores were 
burnt & the Canadi'.ns disaffected, & our army at Ticon- 
deroga strong, in high spirits & well fortified. But to their 
disappointment about 3 weeks ago, Burgoyne invested Ti- 
conderoga, which was, as far, as yet appears, shamefully 
evacuated, our army pursued to Skeen'sborough 40 miles, 
many cut off & all the stores, boats & every thing but 
small arms taken. This is the last of our Fortresses, which 
all together have cost immense sums, & not one been de- 
fended. The distresses in the necessaries of life very great 
& prices ridiculously high ; but one privateer belonging to 
Philad* has escaped the enemy, & the trade from, Statia & 
the West indies totally interrupted by the Men of War. 
Next Winter, if this dispute continues, will be distressing. 
Salt is not to be had ; coarse sugar 7/6 & loaf 15/ per fib. 
Many people in Philad" have sworn allegiance, but none as 
yet compelled. Few have sworn in Northampton County 
near me, & I believe out of the City. I much fear, if 
Philad* cant be defended it will be burnt ; it is said meas- 



Diary of James Allen, Esq., of Philadelphia. 287 

ures are taking to remove all the "Women & Children, but 
where to, is hard to guess. My late neighbor in the Country 
Mr. John Benezet, is just arrived here ; he is now a Com- 
missioner of Claims, & a staunch "Whig. He informed me 
this morning of the death of my wifes uncle M r Turbut 
Francis, who has been many years a great invalid, with an 
inflammatory Rheumatism. 1 He was a very honest man & 
I am much concerned at his death : he was very averse to 
the present American measures. I am very uneasy about 
my brothers, but hope they will soon see their families, 
when we shall once more meet together ; which is the first 
wish of my heart. Melancholly as the state of this wretched 
Country is, to one not embarked in the present pursuit ; yet 
I keep up my spirits, & stand my ground amongst the Whigs, 
with whom it is my lot to associate in this quarter. The 
Tories seldom venture from home, as they run a risk of 
being stopt. I have not been at Philadelphia these six 
weeks & tho' I long to see my friends there, do not think it 
prudent to venture. My family have happily enjoyed a great 
share of health & tho' I have lived well & entertained all my 
old acquaintance & many strangers who come this way, yet 
I have lived within bounds, tho' I am consuming my old 
stocks. Poor old Gen 1 Prescot is again taken Prisoner by 
a Coup de main on Rhode Island, having seperated himself 
from his army with his Aid de Camp only. 2 

1 Turbutt Francis was the son of Tench Francis, Attorney-General of 
Pennsylvania, and his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Foster Turbutt, of 
Kent County, Md. He was the brother of Elizabeth Francis, who mar- 
ried John Lawrence, father of Mrs. Allen. He was a captain in the 
Sixtieth Foot, and subsequently lieutenant-colonel of the Pennsylvania 
regiment which served in Boquet's expedition. Charles Biddle, in his 
Autobiography, says that when in the spring of 1776 the British vessels 
" Koebuck" and "Liverpool" came into Delaware to attack the Ameri- 
can galleys, a number of persons gathered on the banks of the river at 
Marcus Hook to witness the engagement. One of these was Colonel 
Francis. He was then suffering from an attack of the gout, and could 
not walk. He had his chair placed where he could see the engagement, 
and although the shots from the ships would sometimes pass over him, 
he would not change his position. 

2 The capture of General Prescott appears to have been an act of 
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Septr. 5, 1777. — This last month has been very interesting. 
Burgoyne has advanced no further than Saratoga; some 
skirmishes have happened, in one of which a party of his 
army about 1500 were defeated and some hundred prisoners 
taken. Gen 1 Sullivan attacked Staten island, which was de- 
fended only by the new levies under Gen 1 Skinner. At first 
he had some advantage & made 120 prisoners, but afterwards 
was defeated & lost 130. 1 Gen 1 Howe with the grand army 
& fleet after disappearing so long, is at length arrived in 
Chesapeak bay & landed at the head of Elk & took post 
with 25000 on Iron hill. Gen 1 Washington with a consid- 
erable strength of men including Militia marched down & 
is now within a few miles of him ; so that a battle is daily 
expected. The Conduct of Gen 1 Howe is unaccountable, nor 
do we conceive what is his object; he has sufferred America 
to collect her whole strength. In the Spring he might have 
done any thing; the Whigs are in great spirits. Oppressions 
multiply & it seems determined to make this country in- 
tolerable to all who are not actively its friends. The most 
discreet, passive, & respectable characters are dragged forth 
& tho' no charge can be made, yet a new Idea is started, 
(which like all other beginnings of oppressive schemes soon 
become general,) of securing such men as hostages. This 
circumstance makes me think my brothers happily out of 
the way. I daily expect, notwithstanding my present parole, 
to be further harrassed, as I am extremely obnoxious. Men's 
former characters for integrity, & virtue, instead of availing 
them only expose them, as it is supposed their influence 
must be greater. On the arrival of the enemy in Delaware 
bay, the Congress resolved to put the Governor & all the 

retaliation for the capture of Lee. The party who took him prisoner 
(July 10, 1777) was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel William Barton, 
of Ehode Island. General Eichard Prescott was appointed major of 
the Thirty-third Foot, December 20, 1756. He served in Germany as 
brevet-colonel of the Seventh Foot, and came to Canada with it in 1773. 
He held the local rank of brigadier-general. He was taken prisoner in 
1775, after the capture of Montreal, while endeavoring to reach Quebec. 
He died October, 1788. He was of irascible temperament. 
1 See Pa. Mag., Vol. III. p. 167. 
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officers of the old Government on their parole, & accord- 
ingly, they have signed a parole not to leave the province & 
to go wherever they are ordered. The Governor & M r 
Chew 1 who held out some time were to have been sent next 
day to Fredericksburg in Virginia. These oppressions on 
men who have never given offence are justified by the 
Whigs as necessary for the security of all Government; 
while the Tories think, that few cases can happen, where 
men of virtue ought innocently to [be] persecuted. If 
necessity is a plea, who created it, or where will it stop ? 
Massacres, proscriptions & every species of iniquity may be 
justified by necessity. 

I returned 2 days ago from a visit to Shrewsbury where I 
went with M r T. Lawrence & his brother Stacy 2 — & spent 
10 days. ¥e had a pleasant tour; & tho' considering my 
known sentiments, I run some risk in continuing in Jersey, 
where, the wantonness of oppression has exceeded all de- 
scription ; that Government being in the hands of the most 
low lived, hot-brained presbyterians. I passed thro' Bruns- 
wick, & notwithstanding the charges brought against the 
Enemy for wilful devastation, there did not appear to me to 
be more than what might have been expected from so large 
an army ; especially considering it was an Enemy's country. 
The prospect of next "Winter is terrible; the quantity of 
paper currency has together with the total stoppage of trade, 
risen all articles to a monstrous pitch. Green tea £20, Bohea 
£b Sugar £50 p r Cwt. Loaf Sugar 25/ per ft, shoes 35/ & 
every thing in proportion. But this is not felt by those in 
employment, who are paid accordingly, & money is plenty 
in every department. Men who could scarcely maintain their 
families, now live in splendor. In short this Country is 
agitated to its foundations, & will probably soon be over- 
turned. 

Octobr. 1, 1777. — The last month has produced great 
events. Gen 1 Howe took immense stores at Elk river, & in 

1 Benjamin Chew, Chief Justice of the Province. 
* Thomas and Staats "Lawrence, sons of Thomas Lawrence and first 
cousins of Mrs. Allen. 

Vol. ix.— 20 
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endeavoring to possess himself of Iron hill had a hrush with 
a considerable party of militia whom he defeated with the 
loss of some hundreds ; On Thursday 11 th inst.: a day which 
will be long remembered, as both armies lay on Brandywine 
creek, & as Gen 1 Washington was meditating an attack next 
day ; Gen 1 Howe began a general attack in front, which was 
made with great bravery by the Grenadiers in the face of the 
artillery, and well defended ; during this L d Cornwallis with 
5000 men crossed the Creek 5 miles above & came on the 
flank of that part of the army commanded by Gen 1 Sullivan 
who immediately threw down their arms & blankets & run ; 
soon after the retreat became general, nor did Gen 1 "Wash- 
ington stop till he reached Chester where next day his army 
collected — Gen 1 Howe took 8 pieces of brass artillery & many 
waggons. A few days after, he marched to Chester & so to 
the White horse on the Lancaster road. Our army lay on 
this side the Schuylkill to prevent Gen 1 Howe crossing the 
River at the Swede's ford. In this situation the armies con- 
tinued, on different sides of the river. Gen 1 Howe by his 
movements alarmed the Town of Reading where our Maga- 
zines were, which were moved off to Bethlehem, and the 
prisoners from there & Lancaster to Easton — On Thursday 
18 th The Congress & the city of Philadelphia were alarmed 
at midnight with an account that Gen 1 Howe had crossed 
the River & would be there in a few hours ; in consequence 
of which the Congress, all the publick boards, Oflicers, & all 
the Whigs in general left the City at midnight, in the utmost 
consternation. It is said the scene exceeded all description — 
Many of the Congress passed by this place (Northampton) & 
are since assembled, together with the officers of this Gov- 
ernment at Lancaster ; This alarm came from one of Gen 1 
Washington's Aid de camps riding post to Philad" & inform- 
ing that Gen 1 Howe had suddenly stole a March & probably 
crossed the River & could not be withstood. 1 When this 
subsided after a few days & it was found Gen 1 Howe had 

1 The dispatch advising Congress to leave Philadelphia was sent by- 
Col. Hamilton. It did not state that Howe had crossed the Schuylkill, 
but that he would probably do so. 
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not crossed the Whigs resumed their courage & pronounced 
that he never would reach Philad*, that his loss at Chads 
ford on Brandwine was 2500 men, out of 10000, of which 
his army at first consisted, that he had now but 7000 men & 
Gen 1 Washington's army had increased to 30,000. The Con- 
gress who were here & their Secretary M r Thomson, said 
Philad" was as safe as any where & they supposed they should 
soon assemble there again. Nevertheless some people sus- 
pected more in it, as they had always declared they would 
stay in the City till the enemy were in the suburbs — And 
so it turned out ; for Gen 1 Washington sufferred Gen 1 Howe 
to cross the Swedes ford, without any opposition, & he en- 
tered Philad" on Thursday the 25 th of September. This is a 
great event & tho' our people affect to consider the loss of 
this metropolis as nothing yet it strikes deep. Many of the 
whigs have great property there, which is infallibly lost unless 
the City is regained ; an event that is scarcely looked for by 
the most sanguine. It is also a proof of the superiority of 
the british arms, as no expense has been wanting to defend 
it & it was determined to defend it to the last — It is said 
Gen 1 Howe's situation will be distressed cooped up there, 
but as yet the markets are plenty & all the Country below is 
in his possession & has shewn dispositions friendly to him, 
at least we complain that the country wherever he goes is 
poisoned. Our accounts from Philad" are very imperfect ; 
we do not learn whether any Men of War have passed up 
the river, & it seems the Galleys are yet at the fort-Island. 
The Crew of one of our Frigates called the Delaware, con- 
fined their officers & delivered her up to Gen 1 Howe. 1 All 
our ships, boats &c are up at Bristol, except the Merchant 
Vessels that lay unrigged at the Wharves & the Galleys & 
Five Ships below. Gen 1 Howe has dealt severely by those 
who have been active and yet chose to remain in Philad" 
imprisoning them to the amount, as is said of some hun- 
dreds. Gen 1 Washington's army is moving down towards 
Chesnut hill from whence they are but a few miles distant. 2 

1 This rumor was not confirmed. See Pa. Mags., Vol. I. p. 9, footnote. 

2 The recording of this movement on October 1 shows that Allen's 
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Our accounts from the Northward are confused — but as 
far as we can collect, Gen 1 Burgoyne has had an advantage 
over Gen 1 Gates & will probably be soon at Albany ; while 
to balance this a party of Militia under Gen 1 Brown have 
marched to Ticonderoga, surprised an outpost & taken 293 
prisoners & most of the boats on Lake George; & have 
invested Mount-Independence; 1 as we are ignorant of the 
Garrison, we can't say, with what probability of taking it. 
It would seem as if Gen 1 Burgoyne has great difficulties to 
struggle with ; for his progress is far inferior to the language 
of his Proclamation or the supposed strength of his army. 
It is reported that in the engagement he lately had with 
Gen 1 Gates at Stillwater, he received a wound in his shoulder, 
& some say he is since dead of it. It is said Gen 1 Clinton 
either has or is about to enter Jersey with a considerable 
body of troops; if so it must have a great effect. As to 
my smaller circle: Mr. Hamilton 2 is now at my house, 
whither he was sent by our ruling powers, in consequence 
of the Resolve of Congress ; he arrived here the 17 th of 
last month; & is very happy that he is so well situated. 
Had he been sent to seek shelter in any country town 
amongst strangers, it would have greatly affected him. I 
am very happy at having it in my power to afford him a 
retreat, as I have the most sincere friendship for him. The 
Governor [Penn] & M r Chew are sent to the Union Forge 
in Jersey; while to my great surprize M r Lawrence & M r 
Shippen 3 are suffered to remain in Philad a , where they now 
are. "While Gen 1 Howe was at Brandwine the Congress 
directed our Executive Council, their Creatures, to appre- 
hend many of the principal Inhabitants of Philad*, chiefly 
Quakers; they were accordingly sent off to Staunton in a 

information regarding the army was received with but little delay. He 
was at the time in Northampton County, and Washington did not leave 
Pennybacker's mill until the 29th of September. 

1 For an account of this attack, see Bancroft (Centenary Edition), 
Vol. VI. p. 5. The commander was Col. John Brown, of Pittsfield. 

2 Governor Hamilton, uncle to the writer. 

8 Edward Shippen, subsequently Chief Justice. See Pa. Mag., Vol. 
VII. p. 11. 
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remote part of the frontier of Virginia, 1 without being 
admitted to a hearing, charged with no offence, but being 
in their "general conversation," — inimical to the cause. 
These proceedings bear the mark of the most wanton 
Tyranny ever exercised in any Country. Many people who 
disapprove Independance, have no other wish than to 
remain at peace, & secure their persons without influencing 
the minds of others. This some of the members of Con- 
gress have acknowledged to be the temper of most of the 
disaffected Gentlemen of Philad" & yet they are sent into 
banishment to a remote part of the country, exposed to the 
insult, of the rabble, wherever they go. Among those sent 
to Stantbn are many of my intimate acquaintance. They 
have published a very spirited Address to the inhabitants 
of Pennsylvania 2 & it is said, many of the warmest Whigs 
think this an instance of unjustifiable oppression. This 
civil war has rendered the minds of our Governors des- 
perate & savage : they not only trample on the most ex- 
press laws of their own Government, but those of natural 
Justice & humanity. The Chief Justice M r M'Kean having 
granted an Habeas Corpus on their application, the As- 
sembly prevented its execution by a law to suspend the 
Habeas Corpus act; thereby making a law, ex post facto 
& pendente lite ; the very extreme of Tyranny. Since the 
battle of Brandywine many thousand Waggons passed my 
door & are continually passing in great numbers. All the 
baggage of our Army is at Bethlehem & here ; & what with 
Hospitals & artificers these little towns are filled. — Every 
day some of the inhabitants of Philad* are coming up to 
settle here. The road from Easton to Reading, by my 
house, is now the most travelled in America. The Congress 

1 The place of their banishment was subsequently changed to Win- 
chester. See Exiles in Virginia. By Thomas Gilpin. 

2 An Address to the Inhabitants of Pennsylvania by those Freemen of 
the City of Philadelphia who are now confined in the Mason's Lodge by 
virtue of a general Warrant signed in Council by the Vice President of 
Pennsylvania. Philadelphia : Printed by Eobert Bell in Third Street, 
MDCCLXXVII. 
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have removed to York over Susquehannah & our Council & 
Assembly sit at Lancaster. The minds of people are much 
changed by the loss of Philad* & the prospect of a total stop 
to the necessaries of life, becomes alarming. This will be a 
terrible winter. 

October 15, 1777. — Last Saturday week, being the 4 th inst. 
happened the most general & important battle ever seen 
in America. Gen 1 "Washington left his quarters about 30 
miles above Philad* & marched down all night, & by 6 
o'clock on Saturday morning arrived at Chesnut hill; 
having disposed his army in three divisions : One went by 
the Falls, the Center, where himself commanded, thro' 
Germantown, & the third down the old York Road. They 
surprized the Enemy & drove them a considerable distance. 
The Center division drove thro' Germantown, the Enemy 
fighting & retiring in good order, as far as the Church in 
the middle of the town where most of them took shelter. 
Many actions happened in the streets of Germantown, 
where houses were attacked & defended; particularly a 
bloody one at M r Chew's, where our people suffered much 
& were unsuccessful. Gen 1 Howe having brought up most 
of, if not his whole army the scale turned, our people gave 
way on all sides, were totally routed & pursued, on each 
road for 6 or 7 miles, as far as Whitemarsh, where the pur- 
suit ended, but Gen 1 Washington did not stop till he reached 
his former camp, having marched his army 40 miles without 
any respite. — The loss on each side is unknown ; ours is 
undoubtedly great, as they were closely pursued & much 
fatigued, having reached Whitemarsh by 11 o'clock A.M. 

Since this event, Gen 1 Clinton with a considerable army, 
it is said of recruits newly arrived from England, went up 
the North River & has taken fort Montgomery & the fort 
opposite ; which were built at a narrow part of the river & 
very strong. The Garrison are said to consist of 600 men, 
& great stores. There was little or no resistance. 

Thus every thing seemed to look black on the part of 
America & it was confidently said, the Congress thought 
of treating ; but yesterday arrived Intelligence that nearly 
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balances this great train of success; I mean the defeat of 
Gen 1 Burgoyne by Gen 1 Gates. — As yet our accounts are 
imperfect, but it is generally believed that, Gen 1 Burgoyne 
is totally defeated, 15 cannon taken, & his baggage & that 
he is endeavoring to retire to Ticonderoga, where he will 
with difficulty reach. This is a great blow, as much de- 
pended on Burgoyne's success. Indeed his conduct has no 
ways answered the style of his proclamation nor the opinion 
of his force ; ever since the taking of Ticonderoga he has 
been unsuccessful & embarrassed. 1 The defeat of his party 
of 1500 men under Coll: Baum, on which he depended for 
supplies has reduced him to difficulties &• it is supposed the 
badness of his situation obliged him to hazard this battle. 
This will raise the drooping spirits of our people, till now 
quite sunk. ' Last Saturday the 11 th the Frigates & men of 
War attacked the Fortifications in the river & report says 
were unsuccessful ; but we have no particulars. It is pain- 
ful to be so much at a loss as we are, about the truth of 
events ; which is encreased since Gen 1 Howe is in Philad* 
as all accounts come thro' the hands of the army, the only 
line of communication, & are delivered out as they please. 
Gen 1 Washington has issued orders to take the blankets, 
shoes, stockings &c of private families for the use of the 
army. This together with the licentiousness, plundering 
stealing & impressing of the military, will sink this country 
to perdition. Misery begins to wear her ghastliest form; 
it is impossible to endure it. Three fourths of my income 
arises from my estate in Philad*, from which I am cut off. 
My rents here being paid in continental money, which is 
now depreciated as 6 to 1 & I obliged to pay in all articles 
four fold; in some, as butter, meat, cheese &c nine fold, 

1 General Burgoyne, in his proclamation issued on June 20, 1777, 
after reciting the arbitrary actions of the Americans, said, "Animated 
by these considerations ; at the head of Troops in full powers of health, 
discipline, and valour ; determined to strike where necessary, and anxious 
to spare where possible, I, by these presents, invite and exhort all per- 
sons, in all places where the progress of this army may point, — and by 
the blessing of God I will extend it far, — to maintain such a conduct as 
may justify me in protecting their Lands, habitations, and Families." 
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ruin can't be very distant. The prevailing idea now is, 
that no man has any property in what the publick has use 
for, & it is seldom they ask the owner ; so wanton is this 
species of oppression called pressing, that if they could by 
fair means get any thing by a little trouble, they chuse to 
take private property by violence if somewhat nearer at 
hand. This I have seen in many instances, & felt in my 
own case. When the hospital & publick works were erected 
in this little town, I offered to supply them with wood at a 
reasonable rate, to avoid being plundered; yet they have 
hitherto gone on cutting my timber, burning my fences & 
taking bricks from me, rather than employ some of the 
many idle men they have, in cutting wood. The militia 
who occasionally assemble here, & have now met for near 
a month plunder without ceremony, all who do not turn 
out in Militia ; Horses, Waggons, Cows, Turkeys are daily 
brought into Town. Yesterday a farmer, sold me his 
whole brood of Turkeys & Fowls, on receiving information 
that a neighbour with whom he had a law suit 3 years ago, 
had informed the Militia, who were setting out to take 
them away. It is probable they will soon plunder me of 
them, as every night they steal my poultry. The officers 
of militia never think of punishing them, neither are they 
able or disposed to do it. It is a fine time to gratify low 
private revenge, & few opportunities are lost. My tenants 
whose rents are due in sterling, often pay off arrears of 6 
or 7 years in continental money at the old Exchange, and 
yet I dare not object, tho' I am as much robbed of fths, of 
my property, as if it was taken out of my Drawer. 



(To be continued.) 



